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gave her an opportunity to secure herself against the me-
naces of other powers.

- But though she was set free from domestick dangers,
though invasion was driven from her capital, though cap-
tivity no longer pursued her flight, nor usurpation hovered
over her throne, her more distant dominions were still a
prev to her enemies. The Spaniards had already landed
one army in Italy, with which another was hastening to
join. The success of this enterprise, which would have
gained the greatest part of Italy, could only be hindered
by the king of Sardinia, who was, therefore, solicited by
the Spaniards and French to favour their design, with the
strongest protestations, and the most magnificent promises.
But these were overbalanced by the influence of the king
of Britain, whose name was of sufficient importance to
make the weaker part most eligible, and to counterbalance
the force of immediate interest.

' Thus was the passage into Italy barred against the
Spaniards, by obstacles which they can never surmount,
while the other army is besieged by our fleet, and by the
Austrians; and reduced, instead of conquering kingdoms,
to change their camp, and regulate their marches, with no
other view than to avoid famine. While that prince,
whose dominions might most commodiously afford them
succour, and whom all the ties of nature and of interest
oblige to assist them, is awed by the British ships of war,
which lie at anchor before his metropolis, and of which the
commanders, upon the least suspicion of hostilities against
Jhe queen of Hungary, threaten to batter his palaces, and
destroy his city*

. In this manner, my lords, has the king of Britain as-
sisted the house of Austria with his treasures, his influ-
ence, and his navy; thus does he subdue some enemies,
and restrain others; thus does he hold the balance of the
war, and thus does he add the weight of power to the
scale of justice,

. But to secure the success that has been already ob-
tained, and to take from the enemies of liberty all hopes
of recovering the advantages which they have lost, he has